
 

 

 
 

This is the Log Book of 
649770 F/Lt. ALBERT REEKS AFC 
Who served with 216 Squadron. 

The log book covers flying duties   
from June 1941 until July 1944  

 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    With thanks to his son Phil for allowing the details to be 
                                    displayed on the 216 Squadron Association website.  
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        649770 F/Lt.  ALBERT REEKS AFC

1921 to 1966

Albert Reeks was born in Darlington on 4th

October 1921, the youngest of 5 children.

He developed an early interest in the

“wireless” from his brother (older by 14

years) who worked on development of the

abortive Jenkins mechanical TV system. Bert

was apprenticed as a carpenter at 14,

working for the LNER, until he found the

opportunity to pursue his interest in radio by

enlisting in 1939. He qualified as a W/Op in

May 1940: a month later as an air gunner.

He flew with 103 Sqdn (Battles &

Wellingtons) until the squadron relocated

from Newton to Elsham Wolds when he was posted to OADF. His first

“delivery” was a Bristol Bombay to Cairo. On arrival he was told his

return ticket was invalid! (Didn't they tell before you left? How remiss!)

He spent the rest of the War with 216 Sqdn (Bombays, Hudsons,

Dakotas) supplying troops in the Middle East, Burma etc.

Bert met his future wife in the typing pool at Cairo West. They married in

1946 before returning together to the UK and had 3 children. With a civil

licence he flew with BEA (Dakotas, Viscounts) based at “London Airport”

as it was known, until electronics rendered W/Ops redundant in the mid

sixties. Bert died of cancer in 1966.

  Group Photo, believed post – war. A. Reeks is Front Row, 3rd from left.
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